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Lecture on Nursery Beds 

Shri. Senthil Kumar, IFS., Head, Silviculture and Forest Management discussed  on various types 

of nursery beds. He explained how to create nursery beds for dry nursery, mat nursery and wet 

nursery. He also gave an insight on flat bed and raised nursery bed with their pros and cons. 

 

 

 

 



Lecture on Forest Entomology 

A lecture on basics’ of forest entomology was delivered by Dr John Prasanth Jacob, Scientist G.   

In his lecture he explained the role of insects in the forest ecosystem and highlighted that many 

insects play important roles in the forest ecosystem including pollination, nutrient cycling, 

eliminating sick or weakened trees from the forest, and are even an important food source for 

many animals, especially for birds. He briefed that it has long been recognized and documented 

that insects are the most diverse group of organisms, meaning that the numbers of species of 

insects are more than any other group. He also gave an insight to the insect pests associated with 

forestry, types of pests, injury they cause and the resulting damage. He also elaborated the pest 

assessment methods in various situations. 

 

 

 



Lecture on Seedling Protection 

A lecture on seedling protection was delivered by Dr John Prasanth Jacob, Scientist G. The 

following topics were covered in his lecture: 

 Various seedling protection techniques 

 How to protect seedlings from 

o Heat 

o Heavy sunlight, rain and wind 

o Falling/blowing 

 Pests/diseases 

  Damage and disasters in the nursery 

He explained that seedlings are delicate and susceptible to attack by various pests and diseases 

as well as weather conditions. Such damages can seriously weaken or kill the seedlings, it is 

important that the damages be dealt immediately. 

 

 

Visit to Forest Entomology lab 

The participants were taken to the forest entomology lab. Shri. K. Senthil, Senior Technical 

Assistant explained the following:  

 Loss of seed viability and quality 

 Types of pest/diseases  

 Pests in standing trees/seed pests 

 Pest storage techniques for research 

 Pest calendar  



 Various treatments for pest/diseases  

o Prophylactic – preventive method 

o Curative methods 

 Growth deficiency in nursery 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Visit to Nurseries  

The trainees were taken to various nurseries in the institute to give an exposure about trees pests. 

 Shri. K. Senthil, Senior Technical Assistant, Forest Protection Division and Training in-charge 

gave an overall idea about different forest nurseries and explained about the tree species, their 

importance, symptoms of pests and disease incidence by different insect pests. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The process of recognition, interpretation and diagnosis of pest and disease problems in tree 

nurseries and plantations were taught to the trainees. The trainees assessed Myllocerus beetles in 

Thespesia populnea and Syzygium cumini in model nursery and SFM nursery respectively. 



 

 

 

 

 
Based on the lectures given in the morning sessions, the trainees were also encouraged to identify 

different species of insects. They actively identified different species of insects. The day ended 

with a group discussion. They also shared their feedback about the day’s activities. 


